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A Message from the President 
Charbra Adams Jestin 

 

In the dark of winter when nature slows its pace of 

growth and life settles into a sluggish mode,  one 

might think that there would be a corresponding 

diminution of activity at your society headquarters 

in Wethersfield.  Nothing could be farther from the 

truth.  After the respite of the holidays, we enter a 

whirlwind of meetings, planning, and fundraising—

all to the good of the organization and our museum. 

 

Construction at the museum is in high gear.  Those 

who attended the Semi-Annual meeting in October 

were able to see the work in progress.  It is a marvel 

to watch the ground opened, the foundation walls to 

rise up, and the new addition begin to take shape.  

Winter weather conditions seem not to slow down 

the work although the rain and the early cold 

necessitated some adaptations to its progress.  

Please visit nscda-ct.org and click on the gallery tab 

to find photos of the construction.  
 

Two consequences of the construction are the loss 

of water and meeting space in the Webb house.  

With the loss of the kitchen and bathrooms and the 

renovation of the old Education room, life in the 

Webb house is constrained.  To ameliorate the 

working conditions for our staff and to provide 

meeting space for committees, the Society has 

partnered with the Wethersfield Historical Society 

to rent space at the Keeney Center directly across 

the street from the museum.   
 

The President’s Report continued on page 2  
 
 
 
 
 

The Newsletter of The Colonial Dames of 

America in the State of Connecticut 

A Message from the Director 
Charles T. Lyle 

 

After months of dealing with heavy excavating equip-

ment and being bogged down in recent weeks with 

thick mud, we had a very special experience to start the 

New Year.  On Friday, January 3, Dick Agne and I 

joined our Project Superintendent Vince Kinney from 

Downes to see the new building on the ground level for 

the first time with all of the surrounding foundations 

completed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It was a thrill to see the building finally starting to 

take shape with the cement walls towering above and 

around us and to be able to get a feeling for the size 

and shape of the various spaces inside. 
   

The Director’s Report continued on page 2   

 

 

 

 

 
Downes Project Superintendent Vince Kinney & Charles 

Lyle tour the construction site on January 3, 2019. 

 

http://nscda.org/


 

 

  

The Director’s report continued from page 1 

 

Four days later, on January 7th, from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m., 

and prior to a predicted snow storm later in the after-

noon, six cement trucks lined up to pour the cement slab 

for the ground floor.  In the next few days, the 

contractors began to frame the new building with the 

installation of steel beams and wood framing.   

 

After working on this project for the past thirteen years, 

it is a joy to see it finally taking shape and becoming a 

reality.  Each day brings new changes and progress, and 

we look forward to keeping you up to date as the work 

progresses.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director’s Report continued on page 3 

 

 

Director’s Report continued on page 3   

 

 

 

The President’s report continued from page 1 

 

Accompanying the construction is the ongoing 

Comprehensive Campaign led by Judy Rowley 

and Gail Porteus with support from the 

Comprehensive Campaign Steering Committee, 

all under the professional guidance of our 

consultants, Jane Lennox and Nancy Woodward.  

We are learning a great deal about how to include 

the public in our fundraising, and are beginning 

to think about how to celebrate the completion of 

the new addition and its opening to the public. 

Raising the final 1.5 million dollars from 

members, non-members, and foundations 

requires a network of strategies and we could not 

be doing this without the professional help. Our 

goal, as it has always been, is to complete the 

Education and Visitor Center without incurring 

debt. 

 

2020 will be a year of tremendous transition for 

both the Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum and the 

National Society of The Colonial Dames of 

America in The State of Connecticut as we 

welcome a new president of the Society, and as 

the Museum moves into its beautiful new space.  

With our ability to tell the stories of the 

formation of this country to a larger audience all 

year long, I foresee the Webb-Deane-Stevens 

Museum transforming into a center for the 

preservation and education of the founding 

principles of this country.  We are an 

organization committed to the ideals upon which 

the government of this country rests and we will 

now have the space allowing us to broaden the 

narrative of our national history. 

 

There is much to be accomplished before our 

Annual Meeting in May when I will hand over 

the gavel to a new president. The past six years 

have been extraordinarily rewarding. Leading 

this society of woman who recognize the 

contributions and the struggles of our history will 

always be a high point in my life.  The honor has 

been great and humbling. 

 

 

This view from January 7th shows the completed cement 

foundation for the new Education and Visitor Center. The 

cement floor slab was poured earlier that morning. 
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This view, taken only three weeks later, on 

January 29, shows the amazing progress made. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Museum Board Report 
Marye Wagner 

Chair, Museum Board 

 

As noted in other articles in this Newsletter, it was 

a very busy Fall and Winter for the Museum. 

Highlights of the season included an extremely 

well attended lecture series, the long awaited 

groundbreaking for our Visitors and Education 

Center and some most deserving publicity, not the 

least of which was the Museum’s ranking in the 

Top Ten of USA Today’s Readers’ Choice poll of 

Best Holiday Historic Home Tours. Truly our first 

100 years as a Museum ended on a high note! Not 

to be overlooked in this flurry of news and excite-

ment is that our affiliation with the Great Ameri-

can Treasures (GAT) program is now official. This 

NSCDA initiative, which was approved by the 

2018 Biennial Council, will create an alliance of 

historic American properties open to the public 

that promotes excellence in preservation, restora-

tion and interpretation of house museums and 

collections of the 16th through 20th centuries. As 

described by Catherine Nuzum, NSCDA Curator  

of Special 

Projects, at our 

Semi-annual 

meeting, this 

will usher in 

innovative new 

ways to show-

case all that we 

have to offer in 

our National 

Society’s 

stewardship of 

84 properties.  

Webb-Deane-

Stevens will  

now have the 

ability to reach  

new audiences 

and “be on the map” in ways not previously 

possible, thanks to the national publicity that will be 

generated by GAT. As we enter a new decade we 

can anticipate a new chapter in our Museum’s 

history and evolution. 

 

 

 

 
 

Catherine Nuzum NSCDA 

Curator of Special Projects who 

spoke at the Dames’ Semi-

Annual Meeting 

The Director’s Report continued from page 2 

 

Since we have not had a newsletter since July, for 

the record I’d like to highlight some of the events 

and projects completed from August through 

December of 2019.  

 

• In August, we opened a new exhibit in the 

Deane House that recreates the little-known 

historic dinner held for George Washington on 

June 29, 1775.  The General was on his way to 

Massachusetts to take command of the new 

Continental Army.  

 

• In September, the Webb Barn was a site for 

the made-for-TV movie Rediscovering 

Christmas, which was shown on the Lifetime 

channel in December. 

 

• Our annual Fall Lecture Series attracted over 

400 people for three lectures, including a 

record crowd of 240 for re-enactor John 

Koopman III as George Washington. 

 

• At his lecture on October 10, noted University  

of Connecticut Associate Professor and  

archaeologist Kevin McBride, said the  

Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum is “the most  

important archaeological site in New 

England.” 

 

• The Historic Thanksgiving Dinner held on  

Sunday, November 10 was attended by 100  

and is considered by many guests to be the 

“best ever.” 

 

• Although we were unable to hold our annual 

holiday Christmas party this year due to a lack 

of kitchen and restroom facilities, we did 

decorate and held guided tours from December 

7 through January 11. Over 600 people toured 

the Museum or visited the Museum shop. 

 

 

 

Please see the next page for the related 

photographs. 
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Christmas decorations in Northeast Parlor 

 at the Webb House. 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner at the Webb 

Barn held Sunday, November 10.  

 
Standing room only crowd at the fall lecture 

series on October 3, 2019 with re-enactor John 

Koopman III as George Washington. 

Filming “Rediscovering Christmas” in early 

September at the Webb Barn.” 

 

 

Photographs from the Director’s Report 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Area 1 Book Club 
By Ann Mapes Burton 

 

The members of the Area 1 book club have read a selection of books about the lives of American 

women in the colonies and on the frontier. The books illustrate the difficulty of the women’s lives, 

and the differences in living in various parts of the country:   
 

Gordon, Charlotte, “Mistress Bradstreet: The Untold Life of America's First Poet,” New York: 

Little, Brown, & Co., 2005. 

Nylander, Jane C. [a Colonial Dame], “Our Own Snug Fireside: Images of the New England Home,” 

1760-1860, Yale Press, 1993. 

Boyd, Natasha, “The Indigo Girl: A Novel,” Blackstone Publishing, 2017 [historical novel]. 

Pickett, Margaret, “Eliza Lucas Pinckney: Colonial Plantation Manager and Mother of American 

Patriots, 1722-1793,” McFarland Publishers, 2016. 

Shorto, Russell, “Revolution Song: The Story of America’s Founding in Six Remarkable Lives” [The 

American Revolution seen through the eyes of six different contemporaries: an African-born 

slave, George Washington, a shoemaker, a Seneca warrior, a British lord, an American-born 

daughter of a British officer], W.W. Norton & Co., 2018. 

Lillian Schlissel, “Women’s Diaries of the Westward Journey” [Women who went west before the 

railroad], Schocken, 2004 reprinting. 

Wallace Stegner, “The Angle of Repose” [a novel about the life of his grandmother in western 

America]. Vintage, 2014 reprinting. 
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Areas 3 and 5 Dames met for luncheon at the Essex Yacht club last October to celebrate the 

merging of their two Areas groups.  Enjoyed by all, this lovely event by the Connecticut River 

was organized by Linda Callan and Mary Treadway. 

 

Lunch at the Essex Yacht Club for Dames from Areas 3 & 5 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Area 1 Dames visited Gunn Memorial Library and Museum in 

Washington, CT in November.  Dames are seen in the Reading 

Room of the 1908 library, in front of the carved stone memorial 

chimney breast, with Rich Malley peeking out from 

behind and to the left of the mantel. 

   
 L>R: Linda Mead, Mary Russell, Rich Malley 

& Betsy Fiacre at Mary’s house in October. 

Rich Malley, the WDS Museum 

Curator, presented two "on-the-road" 

programs for two Dames’ Areas 

groups.  He spoke first for the Area 2 

meeting at Mary Russell’s house in 

West Hartford on October 22nd (see 

photos below), and then for the Area 

1 meeting at the Gunn Memorial 

Library in Washington, CT on 

November 11th (see photo on the 

left). More meetings are planned. 

 

His presentation is entitled "The 

Latest Intelligences from the Webb-

Deane-Stevens Museum" and 

features brief updates on programs, 

collections and staff activities. Most 

of the program is devoted to updates 

on the new Education & Visitor 

Center, including images 

documenting progress through all 

phases of the project. 

 

Area 2 CT Dames gathered at Mary Russell’s house 

to hear Rich Malley’s presentation in October. 

Our Curator Rick Malley on the Road for Areas 1 & 2 
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Coming this spring: 

The Second Annual  

“Day at Dumbarton 

 House” 
April 29 - May 1, 2020 
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Parisian visitors  
Last summer, Mary Treadway and granddaughter Whitney, entertained Dame Sara Hillhouse-

Sallembien with her son and husband, at the Ocean House in Watch Hill, RI. Sara lives in Paris but 

maintains an antique house in Oakdale, CT. She has offered to host CT Dames while stateside in 

2020. We’re very much looking forward to seeing Sara again. 

 

 
                                                                                        (photo by Mary Treadway) 

 

NSCDA members from around the country are 

invited to visit the National Headquarters in 

Washington, D.C. for the second annual behind-the-

scenes program at Dumbarton House. There will be 

opportunities for garden and cultural exploration 

through special tours, lectures, and workshops, and to 

meet fellow Dames during special receptions and 

meals.  Details and registration information will be 

coming soon at www.dumbartonhouse.org. 

 



 

 

 

  The Great Chair Challenge 
 

As the Dames have been working on a new strategic plan, 

many discussions have centered around what engaging 

activities might we have to bring people together. We know 

that some people like to come and work on Tags and 

Treasures (and thank heavens for that!) but we wanted to  

offer some smaller activities. When Sally Kernan offered 

some chairs and the idea of getting together in small groups  

to decorate them, we thought we would give it a try.  
 

The challenge is open to all Dames, Garden Angels, staff,  

and volunteers. We have some chairs to give out if you want 

one. We can suggest themes such as Graduation, Mother's 

Day, someone's birthday, etc. but we think you will have 

more ideas. This is not an art contest. Rather it is something 

to do with Dames in your area, or with family or friends.  
 

We hope that people will bring their decorated chairs to the 

Dames Annual Meeting in May so we can all enjoy seeing 

your project. If you are working on a chair already, please 

send in a photo so we can encourage others to join in. 

There will be prizes!      
 

If you have any questions, need a chair to decorate, or want to know if there is a "chair group" in your 

area, please contact: Gail Porteus (glporteus@aol.com). 

  

 

Leslie Greene (left) and Nancy 

MacColl (right) with two chairs 

waiting for a dazzling makeover 

 
 

Our Black Walnut Tree Will Live on in a New Form 
Gay Ayers 

 
To allow building of the new Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum’s 

Education and Visitor Center, it was, sadly, necessary to remove 

a large Black Walnut tree from the construction area.   

 

Wood from the tree was saved and will be milled and dried by 

“City Bench” for use in creating four 68-inch “live edge” 

benches. “City Bench” is an organization that grew out of a 

passion for building beautiful objects with meaning and a story. 

It also grew out of a reverence for the trees that line our streets, 

fill our public spaces, and enliven our campuses. Those trees 

represent our shared space and generations of common 

stories—they are also a vital and overlooked resource. Our 

benches should be finished by the time the new wing opens.  

The bench shown is a similar example commissioned by Mystic 

Seaport Museum. There is also a bench at the New Britain 

Museum of American Art made from one of their trees. 

http://www.city-bench.com/our-story 
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mailto:glporteus@aol.com
http://www.city-bench.com/our-story


 

 

 

  

 
 

 

  Dorothy with Gay Ayers who shares 

the same ancestor with Dorothy Dorothy with Charles Lyle, 

Executive Director of the Museum 
Dorothy with her daughter, Mary 

Lou Briggs opening her gift: the 

Wethersfield Conference Scarf 

The Colonial Dames celebrating Dorothy Venter 

Tea Party & Reception for Dorothy Venter 
On September 15, 2019, Dorothy Venter was honored for her contributions and her many years of service 

at a reception hosted by fellow Connecticut Dames at Pomperaug Woods.  Festivities included tea and 

sweets, and a gift of the Connecticut Society scarf presented to Dorothy by current president Charbra 

Jestin.   
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  The Comprehensive Campaign Steering Committee 
 

Meet the merry band of fundraising volunteers who are leading the charge to take us over the top of our $10 

million Campaign goal!  They are reaching out to Dames, Museum members, the general public, foundations, 

and businesses to share the good news about all of the wonderful benefits that the new Education and Visitor 

Center brings not only to the Museum but also to the local community and the entire state.       

 

The CCSC has lots of exciting plans in 

the works including a statewide 

speaking tour about Women in Historic 

Preservation featuring the Dames, our 

Museum, and the new Education and 

Visitor Center.  If you know of a group 

that would like to hear this program, 

contact any CCSC member and we 

will arrange it.   

 

Want to get involved?  There are 

plenty of different and enjoyable ways 

to be part of the Campaign and all are 

welcome to join the CCSC.  Please 

contact co-chairs, Judy Rowley or Gail 

Porteus for more information.   

 
 

    

    

 

 
 
The CCS Committee L>R above: Don Peterson, Mem Morrissey, Gay Ayers, Judy Rowley, Leslie Greene, Gail 

Porteus, and Gail Faherty. Also on the CCSC but not pictured: Cindy Greenblatt, Charbra Jestin, Marye Wagner, 

Anne Guernsey, Charles Lyle, and consultants Jane Lennox & Nancy Woodward. 

 

 

Untold Stories Come to Life  
Stories about the famous people and events associated with the Webb, Deane, and Stevens houses have 

educated and inspired generations of visitors. But what about all the other people who lived and worked in 

and around the houses?  Many of their stories have been lost to history…until now! 
 

As our new Education and Visitor Center rises and takes shape, we are excited about the opportunity to 

broaden our storytelling to include the lives of the women, children, enslaved people, Native Americans, and 

all of the everyday, ordinary people who came and went on Main Street.  There’s a lot of research to be done 

and thanks to the generosity of Gail and David Porteus and the talent and dedication of Museum staff 

members, it’s about to get underway.   
 

The Porteus’ gift to the NSCDA-CT has established The Webb-Deane-Stevens Staff Research Fund, a 

permanent fund to support the research, development, and presentation of previously untold stories about the 

people of the Webb, Deane, and Stevens houses.    
 

“We are excited to offer this opportunity and we encourage others to join us in adding to this fund. We can 

hardly wait to see what will be discovered!” said Dame Gail Porteus.   
 

Between January and March 2020, Museum employees may apply for funding to conduct the research that 

will lead to new tours, lectures, and education programs.  A selection committee will award one or more 

grants and you will hear all about the projects at the May 20th NSCDA-CT Annual Meeting.  
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Gail Porteus 
Growing up in Guilford CT, I always felt the power of history in the houses 

around me which had stood for centuries. The Henry Whitfield House in 

particular, would not have been there to inspire and educate if not for the 

pioneering work of the Colonial Dames in Connecticut. This first 

preservation project by the Dames ensured that future generations would 

think and learn about the people who built our communities and our country.  
 

The Dames have been faithful stewards of their own historic property for 

one hundred years now.  I give because it means a great deal to me to be a 

part of an organization that has not only saved these houses but has worked 

steadily and with great determination to expand and enhance the legacy. 

 

 
Judy Rowley 
Being a Dame for 45 years has been a privilege, and an opportunity 

to be a part of a valued and special legacy. I am grateful for the past 

generations of Dames who had the foresight to save so many of our 

historic treasures and who dedicated themselves to the promotion of 

our national heritage through preservation, patriotic service, and 

educational projects. I give to honor their memory and ensure that 

what they created endures for future generations.   
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The Elizabeth Colt Society 
The Elizabeth Colt Society was established to honor individuals who have included the NSCDA-CT in 

their estate plans. We are able to support our Museum and build the new Education and Visitor Center 

today only because of the generosity of the foresighted women who made gifts to the Society through their 

estate plans.   
 

We are deeply grateful to those who have demonstrated their visionary 

leadership and enduring commitment to our mission of “promoting our 

Colonial and Revolutionary heritage through historic preservation, 

education, and patriotic service.”  If you have already included the Society 

in your estate plans, thank you!  And if you would like to be recognized as 

a member in the Elizabeth Colt Society during your lifetime, please let us 

know of your intentions. 
 

Planned Gifts such as bequests, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder 

or lead trusts, life insurance or other assets may enable you to make meaning-

ful gifts while realizing tax benefits.  Please consider a planned gift to the 

Society as a way of memorializing your values and beliefs in what we stand  

for. Some types of planned gifts may be counted toward our Comprehensive Campaign and entitle the 

donor to a Naming Opportunity in the new Education and Visitor Center.     

 

 

Why I Give 
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Comprehensive Campaign Update 
Thanks to your generosity, the leadership of our esteemed 

Executive Director, Charles Lyle, and the talents of our 

dedicated staff, our Museum has risen to new heights of 

professionalism and significance in the community, the 

state, and the nation. And, thanks to your steadfast 

commitment, our long-awaited dream of a new Education 

and Visitors Center is coming true. Fifteen years ago, we 

started a $10 million Campaign to both construct the new 

Center and endow it at a level that ensures it will be 

maintained and operated to the highest standards. There 

have been many twists and turns along the way but the end 

of our long journey is now in sight. The foundation is 

poured, the walls are going up, and if Mother Nature 

continues to bring mild weather, construction will be 

complete by summer’s end. The first phase of the 

Campaign, which was suspended in 2008 when the nation’s 

financial crisis weakened the climate for fundraising, raised  

$1.835 million. During the Campaign’s hiatus, Charles secured public sector funding and implemented 

a comprehensive preservation plan that brought all three houses into top-notch condition and plans for 

the new Center were further refined. Since active fundraising for the building resumed, donors—most 

of whom are Dames—have contributed $5.272 million and the State of Connecticut awarded a $1.7 

million grant bringing our total raised to $8.807 or 88% of our $10 million goal! With your continued 

support and that of the general public, foundations, civic organizations, and businesses we will raise the 

remaining $1.193 million and complete the Campaign this year. If you have already donated to the new 

Education and Visitor Center, thank you! If you can make an additional gift, it will be deeply 

appreciated. If you haven’t yet made your gift, please consider doing so now. 

Double Your Impact! 
Right now, every dollar you give toward the building will be matched 1:1 by a group of anonymous 

donors who have created a pool of $100,000 in matching funds! 

Donor Recognition 
We have some outstanding Naming Opportunities available for gifts of $10,000 or more, and lovely 

donor recognition opportunities available at lower levels. As always, a donor’s desire to remain 

anonymous will be respected and protected. For more information, please contact the Campaign Co-

Chairs, Judy Rowley jrowrow82@gmail.com and Gail Porteus glporteus@aol.com. 

Annual Fund 
$33,000 has been given to this year’s Annual Fund Appeal by 120 donors in support of the Museum’s 

operations—a $7,500 increase over the same period last year, November through January. Dames 

represent more than half of all the donors and dollars. Thank you! The Museum’s needs are ongoing 

throughout the year and your support is welcome at any time. 

Special Mother’s Day Program Coming Soon 
Watch your mailbox for news of a wonderful new way of honoring your mother, grandmothers, aunts, 

or any special woman in your life while also supporting the Museum’s beautiful gardens. 

Many Ways of Giving 
Everything you give to Tags and Treasures, every Wethersfield Conference Scarf and Indian Trails, 

Villages and Sachemdoms map you purchase supports our mission and the Museum. Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:jrowrow82@gmail.com
mailto:glporteus@aol.com


 

 

  

Katie Sullivan manning our raffle basket booth outside Webb House  

as we participated in “Holidays on Main” 

In early December we 

added a new event to our 

participation in “Holidays 

on Main” with an outdoor 

teacup auction. We had 

some beautiful baskets, and 

some very happy winners. 

 

Katie Sullivan and Gail 

Porteus found that there is 

great interest and 

enthusiasm for our new 

Visitor and Education 

Center, and our proceeds 

from the teacup auction will 

go towards our 

Comprehensive Campaign.   

 
 

 

“Holidays on Main” in December 2019 

On the left: Strollers 

in front of the 

Museum during the 

evening event. 
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The two 4th year students are Andrew Petersen (from New Jersey) and Giancarlo Cano (from 

Queens, NY) and their professors are Seth Holmes (Architecture Graduate Program 

Director/Associate Professor Architecture) and Julie Chen (Woodshop and Digital Fabrication Lab 

Manager Architecture). We contracted them to complete a 3D model to include the Webb House 

and Deane House (in lesser detail) and the new addition and courtyard (in more detail) along with 

the adjacent garden to be completed by the end of January. 
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Graduate Architecture Students at the University of Hartford engaged  

to create a 3D model of the new Building 
 

 

Architecture Students 

 

 

The planning gets underway. 
An aerial drawing of the  

planned model. 

A side view and an aerial view of the model as it progresses. 
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NSCDA Washington Week Workshop Essay 

Scholarship to be Awarded by NSCDA-CT 
Leslie Greene, Patriotic Services Committee 

 

The NSCDA-CT is proud to be participating once again in the National Society's Washington 

Workshop Congressional Seminar.  The National Society partners annually with the Washington 

Workshop Foundation to provide high school students with the opportunity to spend a full week in 

DC each June learning firsthand about our government.   

 

Students participate in a weeklong program of activities, visiting institutions such as the Pentagon, the 

Department of State, the Federal Reserve Board, Congressional committee meetings, House and 

Senate Galleries, the Library of Congress, the Smithsonian Institution and foreign embassies.   

Speakers include members of Congress, Senators, and professors from area universities. During the 

week winners are invited to a reception at Dumbarton House. The week culminates with a "Model 

Congress" which the students have worked on each evening, addressing a topical issue of the 

day.  Last year's topic, for example, was US-China trade policy.   

 

The Connecticut Dames have been sponsoring students with a full scholarship to attend the 

Washington Week for the past few years.  This year, students from Wethersfield High School and 

Amity High School in Woodbridge submitted essays to compete for the scholarship prize.   

 

The NSCDA National Essay Topic for 2020 was:  

"Why is history important?  Why should we preserve our national treasures and how should 

we, as a nation, continue to preserve our lands and historic buildings?" 

 

We received many excellent essays this year, and I wish to thank Lisa Totman and Dorothy 

Lupariello for their invaluable assistance in scoring the entries.  The State winner will be announced 

in the Spring.  The winner can look forward to an exciting week in Washington, thanks to the ongoing 

support of our Connecticut Dames! 
 

             

     Dumbarton House Pre-preservation, c. 1915.           Dumbarton House, windows removed, Dec. 2016 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

13 

Tags & Treasures is Back!!! 
 

The Countdown has Begun! The Legendary Tags & 

Treasures Sale will be back in April, and we want you to 

be the first to know!   

  

We will set up beginning April 1st (no joke) and meet at 

the barn at 9:30 each morning. We usually take a lunch 

break together at noon, and it is a nice way to get to 

know our fellow Dames before we go back to our work 

in the afternoon. We will have a schedule of who works 

when in the coming months. 

 

Our Preview Party will be held in the barn amid the 

treasures, on Friday evening, April 17th at 5:30 p.m. 

Tickets for the wine and cheese reception, early bird 

shopping, and end-of-sorting celebration will be $35.00 

per person. 

 

This year our wonderful WDS staff deserve our 

appreciation and gratitude even more than usual, which 

is a lot, so we would like to invite them to just sail on 

in for free. 

 

 

Sale Days: Saturday, April 18 from 9am to 3pm 

Sunday, April 19 from 9am to 3pm 

Clean up Day: Monday, April 20, until it’s done. 

 
 

As many of you know, this is our biggest fundraiser for the Dames, and we are counting on everyone to 

find a way to be a part of this great (and fun) tradition. Here are some ways you might join in:  

• You can donate your treasures (or your down-sizing friends’ & neighbors’ treasures). 

• You can sort through your drawers, closets, attics, etc. and start putting aside things to donate.  

• You can sign up to sort, sell, help with refreshments, etc. 

• And you can be the ultimate hero and help with clean up Monday when we are all very weary.  

 

This is a very big year for our Society and for our WDS Museum and we hope it will be a very good 

year for Tags and Treasures. 

  

Co-chairs Pam Mahoney and Gail Porteus 

 

(Contact: Gail Porteus glporteus@aol.com; or Pam Mahoney damepamelamahoney@gmail.com)  
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April 18 & 19, 2020 

at the Webb Barn 

211 Main Street, Wethersfield CT 
 

 

 
 

          

 
Admission 

$5 

 Furniture, Knick 

Knacks, Books, 

Rugs, Glassware, 

Silver, Porcelain, 

Paintings, 

Pictures, Mirrors, 

Jewelry, Linens! 

 

Saturday, April 18 

Sunday, April 19 

9-3 both days 

mailto:glporteus@aol.com
mailto:damepamelamahoney@gmail.com
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Membership Activity since May 2019 Annual Meeting 
Gail P. Faherty, Registrar- January 2020 

 
New Members: 
Sara Gray Detweiler Loughman    (CT-2071) 
118 Main Street 
Farmington, CT  06032 
(860) 470-7899; saraloughman@gmail.com 
Ancestor:  Thomas Judd (1608-1668) CT 
 
Frances Elizabeth Bergquist nee’ Read (CT-2072) 
28 Cary Lane 
Bloomfield, CT  06002 
860-521-5331; f.bergquist34@gmail.com      
Ancestor:  Jacob Rinker (1749-1827) VA 
 
Barbara Wynn Secor (Reinstated) (CT-1794) 
183B Heritage Village 
Southbury, CT  06488-1490 
203-217-8858 bwsecor@me.com  
Ancestor:  Joseph Kinne (1680-1745) CT 
 
Barbara Georgia Ward                   (CT-2073) 
18 Old Stone Crossing 
West Hartford, CT  06117 
860-231-9424; bgward51984@yahoo.com 
Ancestor: Edward Fuller (1575-1620) MA and 
Ann_____ Fuller (1577-1621) MA   
 
Tamzen Mackeown nee’ Johnson (CT-2074) 
47 Keighley Pond Road 
Middle Haddam, CT  06456  
860-267-8834; tamzenm@gmail.com 
Ancestor:  William Sargent (1602-1675) NH 
 
Mary Noland Young      (CT-2075) 
15 Indian Drive 
Clinton, CT  06413-2008 
860-664-5565; mary-young1@comcast.net 
Ancestor:  Jan Jansen Bleeker (1642-1732) NY 
 
Dr. Jeanne M. Best   (CT-2076) 
6 Saddle Crossing 
Avon, CT  06001-3912 
860-906-2627; jeanebest@sbcglobal.net 
Ancestor:  Thomas Rogers (c. 1571- c. 1671) MA 
 
Marion Catherine Driscoll nee’ Delaney (CT-2077) 
1 Chelsea Drive 
Cromwell, CT  06416-1921 
860-635-1759; mcdd@sbcglobal.net 
Ancestor:  Captain John Webster (c. 1672- 3 Nov. 
1735) CT 

 

Courtesy Members: 
Phyllis Graff nee’ Cotter  
46 Dennison Road 
Essex, CT  06426-1351 
860-767-2328; ggraf2@comcast.net 
Ancestor:  Samuel Spruill, NC 1690-1760 
 
Lucy Downes Mooney nee’ Walton 
(Mrs. James Francis Mooney III) 
98 Salem Road 
Longmeadow, MA  01106-1624 
843-323-8773; lucym63@aol.com 
Ancestor:  Henry Pawling, NY  c. – to 1692 
 
Transfers Out 
Dr. Susan Morrill Dunbar    (CT-1978) 
300 Harbour Drive,  #401A 
Vero Beach, FL  32963-2815 
203-556-9707; drknowitall@optonline.net 
Ancestor:  Robert Clement (1595-1658) MA 
Admitted:  2/14/1994 (MA Society); 12/10/2012 (CT 
Society) 
Transferred to Florida 

 
Elizabeth (Liz) Bierman  (CT-1970) 
108 E. 82nd Street, Apt. 9B 
New York, NY  10028-1137 
860-435-9780; lizcarring@aol.com 
Ancestor:  George Carrington (1711-1785) VA 
Admitted: 9/30/2012; Transferred to New York 
 

Resignation: 
Lindsey Bayley nee’ Barada  (CT-2025) 
153 Sandford Flemming Drive 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada N2T1E2 
647-534-0849; lbbayley@gmail.com 
Admitted:  10/14/2015 
 
Deaths: 
Priscilla Trumbull Wilcox                            (CT-1067) 
10 Longwood Drive, Apt. 470  
Westwood, MA 02090-1146 
Ancestor:  Gov. Jonathan Trumbull (1710-1785) CT 
Member since April 1, 1956 
Passed on July 16, 2019 
 
Anne (Nancy) Hicks nee’ Taylor (CT-1548) 
88 Notch Hill Rd., Apt 107 
North Branford, CT  06471-1847 
Ancestor:  James Hard, Jr.  (1695-1766) CT 
Member since:  February 1, 1982 
Passed on October 19. 2019 

mailto:saraloughman@gmail.com
mailto:f.bergquist34@gmail.com
mailto:bwsecor@me.com
mailto:tamzenm@gmail.com
mailto:mary-young1@comcast.net
mailto:jeanebest@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mcdd@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ggraf2@comcast.net
mailto:lucym63@aol.com
mailto:drknowitall@optonline.net
mailto:lizcarring@aol.com
mailto:lbbayley@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 

FEBRUARY 

  Mon. February 10 Board Meeting 10:30 a.m.  Keeney Center 

 
 

MARCH 

Mon. March  9 Board Meeting 10:30 a.m. Keeney Center 

APRIL 

April 13 Board Meeting 10:30 a.m. Keeney Center 

Fri., April 17 
Tags & Treasures 

Preview cocktail party 
5-8 :00 p.m. Webb Barn 

Sat & Sun. April  

18 & 19 
Tags & Treasures open 

9-3:00 p.m.  

both days  
Webb Barn 

MAY 

Mon. May 11 Board Meeting 10:30 a.m. Webb Barn 

Wed., May 20 
NSCDA-CT Annual 

Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Webb Barn 

Sat. May 24 
Revolutionary 

Encampment 
9-3:00 p.m. Museum Grounds 

JUNE 

Wed., June 3 
Member’s Garden 

Party 
5-8:00 p.m. WDS Colonial Revival Garden 

Mon., June 8 Board Meeting 10:30 a,m. Webb Barn 

Sat., June 13 CT Open House Day 10-4 p.m. WDS Museum 

Sat., June 28 Historic Gardens Day  10-4 p.m WDS Colonial Revival Garden 
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The cost of the scarf is $125.00 + $6 for shipping and handling ($131). If you would like to 

place an order please fill in the information below. Please make your check out to NSCDA-CT 

with Scarf in the memo line and send to NSCDA-CT, 211 Main Street, Wethersfield, CT 

06109. 

The scarf will be sent to you from our CT office as soon as possible 

 

Name:   

 

Mailing Address:    

 

Telephone:    

 

Email:   

 

No. of scarves desired _______ (@$125 + $6 = $131.00)  

The scarf may also be purchased on our website: nscda-ct.org 

 

http://www.nscda-ct.org/


 

 

 

 

Connecticut circa 1625: its Indian Trails, Villages & 

Sachemdons 
 

 
 

The NSCDA-CT is pleased to reissue this beautiful map in accurate color as a print from our original 

map in Wethersfield. Printed on presentation paper, the print is 16 by 20 inches, making it easy to 

frame in a commercial frame. This informative and lovely map is a welcome addition to any home, 

library, town hall, historical society or school. A booklet entitled “Connecticut circa 1625: its Indian 

Trails, Villages & Sachemdons,” describing these different tribes is also available. 

 

The map and booklet are sold as a unit for $65.00 (which includes Handling and Postage). For 

individual orders up to 5, this product is available to order online through our website nscda-ct.org or 

by mail. If ordering by mail, please complete the ORDER FORM, make check payable to NSCDA-

CT, and send both to: 

Gay Ayers 

18 Elizabeth Road 

Farmington, CT 06032 

Email: upthenile1987@gmail.com 
 

Name:   
 

Mailing Address:    
 

Telephone:    
 

Email:   
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https://nscda-ct.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Map-of-Connecticut-Order-Form.pdf
mailto:upthenile1987@gmail.com

