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A Message from the President 
Charbra Adams Jestin 

 
125th anniversary celebratory lunch? Biennial 2018? 

Building plans? Archaeology? Where to begin!  

There has been a flurry of activity at the Museum 

and within the society since our last newsletter in 

June and knowing where to begin my message is a 

bit overwhelming with so much happening. 

 

October 16, 2018, was a day of celebration and 

good cheer. Over 70 members gathered in the Webb 

Barn to mark the 125th anniversary of our founding.  

We celebrated with  

champagne toasts by 

our former presidents, 

a decorative and  

delicious birthday 

cake, and a photo of all 

members in attendance. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

        

            
 

 

 
 

 

          

 

 

 
 

The Newsletter of The Colonial Dames of America 

in the State of Connecticut 

A Message from the Director 
Charles T. Lyle 

 

Since my last Director’s Report in the June 2018 

newsletter, the Museum has been very busy.  

Although our fall schedule had to be adjusted in 

anticipation of the start of construction of our new 

Education and Visitor Center in the fall, we were 

able to complete the year with a full schedule of 

well received programs and events. The ground 

breaking for the new building has been postponed 

until the spring to avoid the added costs and 

demands associated with winter construction and 

the demolition of the kitchen and restrooms has 

been postponed until the spring.  So, we are 

starting the New Year with a pause in the 

construction schedule that will enable us to 

continue normal operations over the winter months.     

 
Director’s Report continued on page 4 
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Attendees at the 125th Anniversary Celebration 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“  

Continued from page 1       

         With a nod to our forebears, all attendees were 

         encouraged to wear hats and gloves. Those ar-

         riving without hats were able to don one from 

         a large collection on loan from Gail Porteus.

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We heard an engaging talk by Willie Granston  

who spoke about the legacy of Elizabeth Colt and 

her philanthropic spirit.  It was a most festive day. 

 

cc 

 

 

 

Dames Sarah Parsons and Gail Faherty. 

 Display of available hats from Gail 

Porteus. Photography by Gay Ayers 

 

 

Our flag bearers: new Members, Nancy 

Taylor & Mem Morrissey 

Our Luncheon speaker  

Willie Granston 

2 

President’s Report continues on page 3 



 

 

  

Continued from page 2 

 

Immediately after the Semi-Annual luncheon, I left  

for Washington DC and the Biennial Council of  

2018. I was joined later by Marye Wagner, Vice  

President for the Museum; Gail Porteus, Vice  

President for Development; Pam Mahoney,  

Treasurer; Martha Fransson, Chair of Patriotic  

Service; and Mimi Dickerson, Chair of Historical  

Activities who manned a beautiful sales table for us. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Biennial Council Conference attendees 

L>R:  Pam Mahoney, Marye Wagner, 

Martha Fransson, Charbra Adams 

Jestin, Gail Porteus, Mimi Dickerson 

 

 
 

Our sales table at the Conference which 

was manned by Mimi Dickerson 

This is always inspiring for all who attend.       

The meeting among all the country’s corporate 

society presidents is a time to listen and learn; to 

be grateful and to be envious; to share and to 

teach. 

  
On Saturday, at the Museum Properties 

Workshop, Marye Wagner and I gave a 

presentation on “The Evolution of the Webb-

Deane-Stevens Museum,” which explained how 

we have raised nearly all the money to build our 

Education and Visitor Center, instituted a new 

governance structure, and added a century of 

history to the story we have to tell.  It was well 

received and we were truly honored to represent 

such a hard-working and dedicated society. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report continues on page 4 

Marye Wagner and Charbra Adams 

Jestin (at podium) giving their 

presentation regarding  

the Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum  

at the Biennial Conference 
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 President’s Report, continued from page 3 

 

Interestingly, the speaker at our black tie dinner on 

Saturday night was Carly Fiorina, past CEO of 

Hewlett Packard and candidate for the Republican 

presidential slate in 2016.  She wowed a room of 

very diverse women and guests when she address-

ed the realities of modern politics in her talk “Why 

Preserving the Past Builds a Better Future,” in 

which she stressed the importance of the work of 

the NSCDA since its founding in 1891. As we 

always do, we all returned from Biennial inspired, 

and proud of our own work in CT. 
 

We are at the verge of ground breaking with our 

Visitor and Education Center.  It has been a huge 

learning experience for me and others as we leapt 

hurdle after regulatory hurdle to reach this point.   

On September 17 our plans were presented to the  

Wethersfield Planning and Economic 

Development Commission. While the plan has 

ultimately been approved, there were some 

demands made which have caused us delay and 

will add some cost to the project, but we have 

leapt the final hurdle and the building permit has 

been applied for.  In mid-October, Downes 

Construction issued a bid package and in 

November we got our first peek at real dollar 

numbers. Not surprisingly, we will need to raise 

more money. This is something we have known all 

along, but we now have a better idea of how much 

we’ll need and which grants might be applicable 

for our purposes. We are ready to take our 

fundraising to a wider audience and are already 

gearing up to do so. Wisely, Downes Construction 

has recommended that we delay the start of 

construction until March, and in doing so we will 

save as much as $100,000. We await the final 

plans for the interior of the building, due in mid-

January, when we can refine our needs even 

further.   

 

Slow though this process may be, we want to be 

certain we are making wise and fiscally sound 

decisions.  Our Building Committee is being tasked 

with regular meetings and their input has been 

invaluable.  More invaluable still has been the work 

of Mike McDonald of Downes Construction, whose 

dedication has kept us on course and focused on the 

significant points.  

 

Archaeology?  Well I will leave it to Charles to 

describe the significance of these activities elsewhere 

in the newsletter.  Suffice it to say, however, that I 

was captured by the excitement.  Hard work though 

the digging was, the suspense of every trowel of earth 

and what it would reveal was such that I found the 

work addictive.  Bottles, shards, bones, and 

unidentifiable objects rose from the earth with 

regularity, ensuring that there was never a pause in 

the excitement.  The work continues in the laboratory 

to clean and preserve the excavated artifacts, and is a 

project which will continue for quite a while after the 

digging comes to an end. 

 

 
 

All best wishes to you for the new year, as we await 

with great expectations our ground breaking 

ceremony! 

Charbra Adams Jestin 
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Director’s Report continued from page 1 

Our annual Fall Lecture Series featured Mount  

Vernon Senior Curator Susan Schoelwer on  

September 20, Connecticut State Historian  

Walter Woodward on September 27 and  

Williamsburg’s official Thomas Jefferson and 

“Nation Builder” Bill Barker, on October 11.  

The Webb Barn was packed each night and over  

500 people attended the three evening lectures.  

To mark Halloween, on the weekend of October 

27 & 28 we held Witches and Tombstone Tours.  

The event was sold out for the second  

consecutive year. 

 

 

 

 

 

       After a two-year hiatus, our festive Thanksgiving  

       Dinner in the Webb Barn returned on Sunday,  

       November 11, and was very well-received. The  

       delicious late 18th century Bill of Fare was prepared by 

       J. Restaurant/Bar in Hartford with remarks by  

       Connecticut State Historian Walter Woodward on  

       Thanksgiving’s past. The service and food were  

       excellent this year and it was a wonderful party.    
Linda Pagliuco explains death customs to 

visitors in the parlor at the Stevens House 

as part of the Witches and Tombstones 

Tours on October 27.  The room is set up 

for the wake for Henry Stevens, who died 

in 1838 at the age of 3.   

 

The historically accurate child’s coffin is 

new this year.  It is painted black and 

decorated with brass studs based on 

documented period examples. It was made 

and donated to the Museum by Bob Van 

Dyke, Director of the Connecticut Valley 

School of Woodworking in Manchester, 

CT. 
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Bill Barker portrays Thomas Jefferson for a standing 

room only crowd of over 200 people in the Webb Barn 

on October 11. 

 

 
Guests enjoy the late 18th century Thanksgiving 

Dinner in the Webb Barn on November 11. 



 

 

  

Director’s Report continued from page 5 

 

Following the Thanksgiving holiday, on Monday, November 26, the first load of greens arrived and 

staff began decorating wreaths and trimming the outside of the houses.  The exteriors were completed 

prior to Holidays on Main on Thursday, December 6, when the Town lights a large Christmas tree 

across the street. The Webb Barn is one of the  

biggest attractions and features a beer tent and 

wine tasting along with a variety of decorated  

Christmas trees that are offered for sale to  

benefit the Wethersfield Chamber of  

Commerce. The Museum Shop in the Webb  

House is also opened to the public that night  

and did a brisk business with over 500 visitors.  

An estimated 5,000 people attend the popular 

town-wide event with food stands, carriage  

rides and businesses open throughout the  

historic area.   

 

The change in the construction schedule came 

too late for us to schedule the annual  

Christmas party this year, but the inside of the 

Museum was decorated for Three Centuries of 

Christmas featuring guided tours of the three  

houses focused on the history of the holiday  

from the 1770s through the 1940s. We were open from December 8 through January 6 and had record 

attendance this year, attracting several groups and as many as sixty walk-in visitors a day. 

 

In July 2018, we were notified by the Connecticut Humanities Council that the Museum had received 

a Planning Grant of $25,000 to help us to develop interpretation and orientation exhibits and a video 

for the new Education and Visitor Center. Included in the grant were funds for staff to travel to 

several major museums with similar missions. Trips were arranged to visit the new Museum of the 

American Revolution in Philadelphia on October 1 and 2; Mount Vernon on October 15 and 16; and 

Williamsburg, Yorktown, and Jamestown on November 14, 15 and 16. Arrangements were made to 

meet with professional staff members at all of these institutions who have been involved in their 

recently opened new facilities and/or state-of-the-art exhibits and videos. We learned a great deal 

about their planning process, received many helpful hints, and were given references to possible 

consultants and vendors. Our Curator Rich Malley, Education Director Cindy Riccio, and 

Development Director Anne Guernsey accompanied me on one or more of the visits. We are grateful 

for the warm welcome provided by our hosts, who all went the extra mile for us. It was a truly 

extraordinary opportunity to meet some of the leading experts in the field and see behind the scenes.  
 

Director’s Report continues on page 7 

 

 
 The front entrance of the Webb House with the 

pediment and wreath festively decorated  

with multi-colored fruit. 
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The Museum’s Board Welcomes New Members 
 

The Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum welcomes three new members to its governing body.  Each of these 

individuals has a passion for the Museum and will contribute to its mission in their own unique way.  

Joining us in January will be:    

 

Evan Johnson is the Manager of Corporate Citizenship at ESPN.  He previously worked for Senator 

Chris Murphy and the Chief Operating Officer of the City of Hartford.  Evan is a resident of 

Hartford where he serves as Chair of the Board of Directors of The Betty Knox Foundation.  He is 

also Secretary of the Board of Directors of TheaterWorks.   Evan will be joining the Museum Board.  

 

Jennifer Regan-Lefebvfre, Ph.D is an Associate Professor of History at Trinity College and serves as 

Secretary of the Faculty.  Her publications and professional presentations are extensive and varied, 

from the selling of Australian wine in 19th century Britain to the British-Irish perspective on 

sovereignty.  Jennifer and her husband were drawn to Wethersfield because of its storied history.  

They reside near the Museum with their two young children.  Jennifer will be joining the Museum 

Board.  

 

Betty Standish is well known in the Wethersfield community for her advocation of the arts and 

extensive involvement with the Wethersfield Academy of the Arts.  Betty is also a very 

accomplished gardener.  She has served on the Board of the Academy of the Arts, the Garden Club 

of Hartford Board, the Board of the First Church of Christ, Wethersfield and the Capitol Region 

Conference of Churches.  Betty will be joining the Buildings and Grounds Committee.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Director’s Report Continued from page 6 

             

                    There were also some special  

         highlights, such as the cold, rainy  

         evening in Williamsburg when we  

         were invited for cocktails by Bill  

         Barker (aka Thomas Jefferson).  

         After a long day of meetings, we  

         were entertained at his home,  

         Edinburgh Castle Tavern on the              

                    Duke of Gloucester Street in   

                    Williamsburg, in front of a very             

                    welcome roaring fire with drinks and 

                    hors d’oeuvres.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

   
L.to R.: Charles Lyle, Williamsburg’s official George 

Washington Ron Carnegie, Anne Guernsey, and Rich 

Malley following a meeting at the Decorative Arts Museum. 

 



 

 

 

  Update on Recent Archaeological Discoveries, Fall 2018  
Charles Lyle, Executive Director 

  

In October through mid-November, the third phase of the state mandated archaeological dig was resumed 

behind the Webb and Deane Houses.  All of the top-soil in the footprint of the new building was removed 

and two surviving archaeological features were excavated, one dating from the early twentieth century 

and the other from the late 18th and early 19th centuries.    

 

The project was supervised by Senior Archaeologist 

Sarah Sportman from the Public Archaeology Survey  

Team, Inc. (PAST) in Storrs, Connecticut with  

assistance from volunteers from the Museum staff,  

NSCDA-CT Board members, and the community.  

The press was invited to view the work-in-progress  

on October 30-31, resulting in a number of  

newspaper articles, radio and TV interviews, and  

magazine features (including the upcoming March  

2019 issue of Connecticut Magazine). The possi- 

bility that the site may be the first permanent English 

settlement in Connecticut, dating to the early 1630s, 

received national press coverage with an article  

released by the Associated Press. 

 

The early 20th century feature located behind the  

Deane House is believed to have been a privy or  

outhouse that would have been filled in the early  
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Machine strips top-soil from the footprint of new 

Education and Visitor Center behind the Deane 

and Webb House in October 2018. 

 

 

Gail Porteus and Charbra Adams Jestin 

excavating the privy site behind the  

Deane House. 

 

20th century, probably at the time indoor plumbing was 

installed. The materials recovered relate to the occupancy 

of Margaret Clark Fenn and her husband E. Hart Fenn, 

who inherited the house in 1899 and served in the U.S. 

House of Representatives from 1921-31. Mrs. Fenn was a 

Connecticut Colonial Dame and inherited the house at 

her husband’s death in 1939. At her death in 1959, she 

bequeathed the property to the NSCDA-CT, completing 

the Museum complex of three adjacent houses.  

 

The excavation uncovered a rich deposit of all manner of 

household debris associated with the Fenns’ occupancy. 

It included food remains, medicine bottles, dishes, and a 

spoon with Mrs. Fenn’s initials monogramed on it, 

confirming that the materials actually belonged to them. 

The Archeological  Update continues on page 9 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  
 

Archeological update continued from page 8  

 

Of particular note are a large number of bottles recovered. They include examples of Lydia E. Pinkham’s 

Vegetable Compound or Medicine, which was one of the best-known patent medicines of the of the 19th  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

          

           

               

           

 

Bottles and artifacts removed from 

 the Deane privy site. 

Shards of feather edged green and blue creamware 

and other ceramics found in the excavation on the 

north side adjacent to the Colonial Revival Garden.  

The green glass bottle was probably used for gin. 

 9 

Working at this site was like Christmas for me 

with all of the varieties of ceramics of 

different patterns and styles uncovered.  

Included are shards of blue and green feather 

edged creamware, blue and white porcelain, 

transfer printed plates, slip decorated 

stoneware and earthenware, and pieces of 

early green glass liquor bottles. 

 

Also found were mountains of clam and oyster 

shells, fish bones and vertebrae, and the bones 

of domestic cows, sheep and chickens – 

helping us to understand not only how they set 

their table but what was on their menu.   

 

 

Archeology Update continues on page 10 

 

Century marketed specifically to women as a remedy 

for “female complaints.” The herbal formula 

contained 18 percent drinking alcohol to “relieve 

muscular stress, reduce pain and affect mood.” Also 

found were several torpedo shaped bottles that were 

filled with seltzer and stored on their sides. There 

were also a number of Russian Mineral Oil bottles, 

several still intact, and examples of liquor and 

Vaseline bottles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the North side of the yard adjacent to the 

Colonial Revival Garden and temporary fence is 

another possible privy or outhouse with materials 

dating to the 18th and early 19th centuries. It was 

filled primarily with broken crockery, plates, and 

bottles and looks like it was intentionally filled with 

ceramics to facilitate drainage. 
 

 

 
Selzer Bottle from the dig 
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Archeological Update continued from page 9 

 

These discoveries are very important for the Museum and will enable us to accurately interpret the 

types of ceramics, glass, food and other items the Webb family actually used in the 18th century. 

Important for dating, a number of 18th century pipe stems were found.  Pieces the size of a cigarette 

butt would be broken off the end of the stem before use to remove the tobacco residue.  They can be 

dated by the diameter of the bore. The early examples starting in the 17th century have a larger bore 

and a longer stem with a smaller bowl (due to the rarity and expense of tobacco in the early period).  

In the later period, a narrower bore with a shorter stem and bigger bowl was used (as tobacco became 

more readily available and less expensive). 

 

Of particular interest was the discovery of three large pieces from a creamware platter with a stylish 

Rococo border.  This newly developed earthenware was first produced by Josiah Wedgwood in the 

1740’s and was prized for its durable cream-colored body covered with a rich and brilliant glaze.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will Conard-Malley a Museum guide & 

teacher and volunteer for the dig, with 

two pieces of the Queen’s Ware platter 

excavated at the site. 

 

It was later known as “Queen’s Ware” after  

Queen Charlotte secured a complete tea set from 

Wedgewood in 1765. She gave him permission to 

use the name, adding to its marketability and 

prestige.   

 

Queen’s Ware became very popular in America.   

A large set of more than two hundred pieces was 

ordered by George Washington in the 1760s in 

lieu of fine porcelains from China because it was 

not subject to taxation and would demonstrate to 

all guests to Mount Vernon his political position 

on the issue of taxable English goods. Shards of 

Mount Vernon creamware with the same Rococo 

border design as the platter found behind the 

Webb House were excavated by Mount Vernon 

archaeologists.   

 

The Webb family shared similar interests and 

political positions as Washington, so it is not 

surprising that they had the same fashionable 

Wedgewood dinnerware.  

 



 

 

    

 

 Connecticut Dames - - Past and Present 
Frances Bertelli, Historian 

 

The National Society of Colonel Dames in America in the State of Connecticut celebrates its 125th 

anniversary during 2018. The June 2018 Connecticut Dames Newsletter recounted the history of the 

Initial Meeting held November 22, 1893, the first meeting of the Board of Managers on November 28, 

1893 and our Society’s incorporation on December 19, 1893.   

 

The 1893 NSCDA-CT Founding Incorporators, Elected Officers and Board of Managers include: 

  

Elizabeth Hart Jarvis Colt (Mrs. Samuel Colt), Incorporator and President - Hartford 

Miss Elizabeth James Hamersley, Incorporator - Hartford 

Mary Deming Hoppin (Mrs. James Mason Hoppin), Incorporator - New Haven 

Evelyn McCurdy Salisbury (Mrs. Edward E. Salisbury), Incorporator - Hartford 

Theodosia Mary Dexter (Mrs. Franklin B. Dexter), First Vice-President   - New Haven 

Susan Lee Warner (Mrs. Charles Dudley Warner), Second Vice-President - Hartford 

Marion Ely Collins Dunscombe (Mrs. Godfrey Dunscombe), Corresponding Secretary - New 

Haven 

Elizabeth Colt Jarvis Beach (Mrs. George W. Beach), Recording Secretary - Hartford 

Miss Sarah Dunham, Treasurer -   Hartford 

Theresa McAllister Ingersoll (Mrs. Colin M. Ingersoll Jr.), Registrar - New Haven 

Ellen Terry Johnson (Mrs. Charles Frederick Johnson), Historian - Hartford 

Miss Susan C. Clarke, Board of Managers - Middletown 

Miss Ellen Collins, Board of Managers - Hartford 

Cora Charlesina Tallmadge Dwight (Mrs. James M. B. Dwight), Board of Managers - New Haven 

Mary Alsop Goodwin (Mrs. Francis Goodwin), Board of Managers - Hartford 

Emily Seymour Goodwin Holcombe (Mrs. John M. Holcombe), Board of Managers -   Hartford 

Miss Ellen Hooker, Board of Managers - Hartford 

Miss Mary K. Talcott, Board of Managers - Hartford 

Miss Harriet W. Terry, Board of Managers - New Haven 

Frances Eaton White (Mrs. Charles A. White), Board of Managers - New Haven 

Miss Alice Wolcott, Board of Managers - Litchfield 

 

Past & Present continued on page 12 
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CT Dames Past & Present continued from page 11 

 

In September 2018 current Connecticut Dames were asked if they are related to any of our founders 

listed above. Seven Dames responded they are related to one or more of our founders. Dames and 

their founding relative include: 

 

Alice R. “Tita” Hyland and Elizabeth “Libby” Mueller are related to Elizabeth Hart 

Jarvis Colt (Mrs. Samuel Colt), Incorporator and President – Hartford 

 

Penny Chittenden and Elizabeth “Libby” Mueller are related to Elizabeth Colt Jarvis 

Beach (Mrs. George W. Beach), Recording Secretary – Hartford 

 

Penny Chittenden is related to Cora Charlesina Tallmadge Dwight (Mrs. James M. B. 

Dwight), Board of Managers - New Haven 
 

Gay Ayers and Penny Chittenden are related to Emily Seymour Goodwin 

Holcombe (Mrs. John M. Holcombe), Board of Managers - Hartford 

 

Eleanor Perkins and Eleanor Robinson are related to Frances Eaton White (Mrs. Charles 

A. White), Board of Managers - New Haven 
 

Anne Pierson, M.D. is related to Miss Alice Wolcott, Board of Managers - Litchfield 

 

Especially during our 125th anniversary year we honor and celebrate the women who founded our 

Connecticut Society as well as honor, celebrate and thank all Connecticut Dames for their 

dedication, commitment and service. 

 

 
 

What is a Legacy Member?? 
Gay Ayers, Membership Chair 

 

A Legacy Member is a mother, daughter, sister, granddaughter, or niece who shares the same 

genealogic line as the proposing member.  A Legacy member need only a proposer, no seconder 

is required.  Do you have any relatives who qualify as Legacy members and would like to join 

us in our mission of historic preservation, education, and patriotic service?  We’d love to have 

them as members!  Contact Gay Ayers, 860 202-5622 or email: 

upthenile1987@gmail.com for help proposing a member of your family.  It’s easy! 
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Twenty Dames travelled to New Haven on 

Wednesday October 24th to visit the New 

Haven Museum. Their Librarian, Jim Camp-

bell, showed us original colonial documents 

relating to ancestors of Connecticut Dames. 

Collections Manager, Mary Christ, intro-

duced us to the exhibits Letters and Original 

Art from First World War Battle-fields, The 

Courier: Tales from the Great War and 

From Clocks to Lollipops. Lisa Totman and 

Martha Alexander organized a sumptuous 

and convivial lunch at Martha’s home. 

 

 

The Areas Events 
Areas has had an outstanding fall with numerous gatherings in every area. The Chair Ladies are to be 

commended for their diligence, creativity and enthusiasm. Events ranged from luncheons, morning 

coffees, visiting area museums, lectures on history in Connecticut including Colonial Dame ancestors, 

book group gatherings, touring historic homes, Christmas cocktail parties and special community events. 

Thanks to these ladies, Mary Russell, Kathy Civitillo, Nicoll Brinley, Mary Treadway, Leslie Greene, 

Betsy Vitton, Martha Alexander, Lisa Totman, Jean Goodwin, Ann Burton. 

 

Dames from Area 2 enjoying lunch at 

Mary Russell’s house on September 26. 

We welcome ideas for future events. 

Please contact Nancy MacColl at namaccoll@sbcglobal or 860-677-9734 

 

 

 

 
After the Museum tour, a lovely lunch at  

Martha Alexander’s home 
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       Program Committee 
          Tita Hyland, Committee Chair 
 

                    The Blue Garden Visit  

14 

On Thursday July 26, 2018 forty Dames and Members of The Webb-Deane-Stevens Museum travelled to 

Newport, R. I. Our first stop was The Blue Garden, designed between 1911 and 1913 by Frederick Law 

Olmsted, Jr. The secret garden was extensively restored and reopened in 2014. The stunning blue/purple 

palette of the plant material accents the pool, pergola, lily pond and rock garden. We enjoyed a box lunch  

at the home of Colonial Dame Betsy Vitton, Indian Spring, a granite and brownstone castle created by 

Richard Morris Hunt in 1890.          

        

       Finally, we toured Whitehall Museum House in  

       Middletown. It dates to around 1729 and was occupied 

       by the renowned Irish philosopher Bishop George  

       Berkeley for whom Berkeley College at Yale is named. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Whitehall Museum House 
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Resignations: 

Winifred Phyfe   (CT-

1892) 

PO Box 87145 

South Dartmouth, MA  02748-0702 

Ancestor: William Brewster (c.1566/67–10 

Apr.1644) MA 

Member since 10/1/2009 

 

Deaths: 

Lilyan Garside Durkee (CT-1673) 

193B North Durkee Hill Lane 

Southbury, CT  06488-1348 

Ancestor:  The Rev. Stephen Batchelder, NH 

Admission: July 1, 1989 

Passed:  June 26, 2018 

 

Langston (Anna) Symon (CT-1685) 

8580 Woodway Drive, Apt. 1107 

Houston, TX  77063-2423 

Ancestor: Christopher Branch, 1602-1681 (VA) 

Admission:  December 1, 1989 

Passed:  November 30, 2018 

 

 

Program Committee continued from page 14 

 

In December, we were delighted to welcome once again 

the nationally renowned Master Floral Designer Ruth 

Loiseau who led an amazing Holiday Floral Arranging 

Workshop on Wednesday December 19, 2018 in the 

Webb Barn. Flowers, fruit and greens were combined to 

stunning effect! 

New Members: 

Mary Elizabeth (“Mem”) Morrissey (CT-2066) 

405 Old Mountain Road 

Farmington, CT  06032-1618 

860-676-0416; mem.morrissey@gmail.com 

Ancestor:  Robert Treat (1624-1710) CT; Governor, 

Connecticut, 1683 

 

Nancy Lewis Taylor     (CT-2067) 

516 Upper Grassy Hill Rd. 

Woodbury, CT  06798-1183 

203-263-4829; nanJLtaylor@gmail.com 

Ancestor:  John Winthrop (1588-1649) MA  
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Floral Workshop in the Webb Barn 

Registrar’s Report of  

Membership Activity since the  

May 2018 Annual Meeting 
Gail Faherty 

mailto:mem.morrissey@gmail.com
mailto:nanJLtaylor@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

  

2019 

JANUARY 

Mon. Jan 14 10:30 a.m. Ed. Room NSCDA-CT Board Meeting 

Thurs. Jan.18 1:30 p.m. Ed. Room WDS Museum Board Meeting 

FEBRUARY 

Mon. Feb.12 10:30 a.m. T.B.D. NSCDA-CT Board Meeting 

Thurs. Feb. 15 1:30 p.m. T.B.D. WDS Museum Board Meeting 

MARCH 

Thurs. Mar. 8 1:30 p.m. T.B.D. WDS Museum Board Budget Vote 

Mon. Mar.12 10:30 a.m. Ed. Room NSCDA-CT Board Meeting 

APRIL 

Mon. Apr. 9 
10:30 a.m. Webb Barn NSCDA-CT Board Meeting 

1:00 p.m. Library Finance Committee Mtg. 

MAY 

  Mon. May 14 9:30 & 10:30 Webb Barn NSCDA-CT Board Meeting 

Wed. May 16 11:00 a.m. Webb Barn ANNUAL MEETING 

Thurs May 17 1:30 p.m. Webb Barn WDS Museum Board Meeting 

Sat. May 26 9-3 p.m. Museum Grounds Revolutionary Encampment 

JUNE 

Mon. June 11 10:30 a.m. Webb Barn Board of Managers Mtg & Board/Staff Picnic 

June 14 1:30 p.m. Webb Barn WDS Museum Board Annual Meeting 
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The NSCDA-CT 125th Anniversary 

Wethersfield Conference Scarf 

 

The cost of the scarf is $125.00 + $6 for shipping and handling. If you would like to place an order please fill in 

the information below. Please make your check out to NSCDA-CT with Scarf in the memo line. The scarf will be 

sent to you from our CT office as soon as possible 

No. of scarves desired _________ @$125 + $6 = $131.00 

 

Name:         ________      

Mailing Address:            _________ 

Telephone: _______________       Email:  ______________ 

 

The scarf is also available for purchase on our website: 

www.nscdact.org 
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